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Immigration FactsImmigration Facts

�� Immigrant numbers and growth rates are significant. The Immigrant numbers and growth rates are significant. The 
foreignforeign--born population in the United States tripled in the past born population in the United States tripled in the past 
four decades and currently totals about 37 million, or nearly 12four decades and currently totals about 37 million, or nearly 12
percent of the total population. percent of the total population. 

�� By 2010, the foreignBy 2010, the foreign--born population is expected to increase to born population is expected to increase to 
43 million, or 13.5 percent of the total population.43 million, or 13.5 percent of the total population.

�� From 1990 to 2000, the foreignFrom 1990 to 2000, the foreign--born population grew by 145 born population grew by 145 
percent in 22 "new growth" states, compared to 57 percent percent in 22 "new growth" states, compared to 57 percent 
average growth nationwide.average growth nationwide.

US Census Bureau



�� The biggest growth between 1990 and 2000 occurred in the The biggest growth between 1990 and 2000 occurred in the 
Southeast, Mountain, and Plains states, led by North Carolina Southeast, Mountain, and Plains states, led by North Carolina 
(274 percent), Georgia (233 percent), Nevada (202 percent), (274 percent), Georgia (233 percent), Nevada (202 percent), 
Arkansas (196 percent), and Utah (171 percent).Arkansas (196 percent), and Utah (171 percent).

�� The foreignThe foreign--born averaged 25 percent of the population in born averaged 25 percent of the population in 
central cities in 2000, with the highest percentages in Miami central cities in 2000, with the highest percentages in Miami 
(60 percent), Los Angeles (40 percent), and San Francisco, (60 percent), Los Angeles (40 percent), and San Francisco, 
San Jose, and New York (all above 35 percent).San Jose, and New York (all above 35 percent).

�� More immigrants now live in suburbs (12.8 million) than in More immigrants now live in suburbs (12.8 million) than in 
central cities (9.8 million)central cities (9.8 million)..

US Census Bureau



TOPTOP--TEN IMMIGRANTTEN IMMIGRANT--SENDING SENDING 

COUNTRIES TO THE UNITED STATESCOUNTRIES TO THE UNITED STATES

20042004

�� Mexico Mexico 

�� India India 

�� Philippines Philippines 

�� China China 

�� Vietnam Vietnam 

�� Dominican RepublicDominican Republic

�� El Salvador El Salvador 

�� CubaCuba

�� Korea Korea 

�� ColombiaColombia

19601960

�� Mexico Mexico 

�� Germany Germany 

�� Canada Canada 

�� United Kingdom United Kingdom 

�� Italy Italy 

�� Cuba Cuba 

�� Poland Poland 

�� Ireland Ireland 

�� Hungary Hungary 

�� Portugal Portugal 
US Census Bureau



TOPTOP--TEN REFUGEETEN REFUGEE--SENDING COUNTRIES SENDING COUNTRIES 

TO THE UNITED STATES IN 2004TO THE UNITED STATES IN 2004

•• Somalia Somalia 

•• Liberia Liberia 

•• Laos Laos 

•• Sudan Sudan 

•• Ukraine Ukraine 

•• CaribbeanCaribbean

•• Cuba Cuba 

•• Ethiopia Ethiopia 

•• Iran Iran 

•• MoldovaMoldova US Census Bureau
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Number of Immigrants by StateNumber of Immigrants by State
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�� In 2007, twentyIn 2007, twenty--seven percent of foreignseven percent of foreign--
born U.S. residents possessed at least a born U.S. residents possessed at least a 
four year degree and 11 percent of four year degree and 11 percent of 
immigrants possessed advanced degrees immigrants possessed advanced degrees ––
a greater proportion than the 10 percent a greater proportion than the 10 percent 
rate among nativerate among native--born residents. born residents. 

U.S. Census. (2009)U.S. Census. (2009)



�� In February 2009, while the rest of the In February 2009, while the rest of the 
economy shed 681,000 jobs, the health economy shed 681,000 jobs, the health 
care sectored gained 27,000 new jobs.  care sectored gained 27,000 new jobs.  
The need for nurses is particularly acute.  The need for nurses is particularly acute.  
NationNation--wide, in 2008, the vacancy rate for wide, in 2008, the vacancy rate for 
nurses was estimated to be approximately nurses was estimated to be approximately 
8 percent, or 135,000 RNs. 8 percent, or 135,000 RNs. 

American Association of Colleges of Nursing.  (2009).  American Association of Colleges of Nursing.  (2009).  ““Nursing Shortage Fact Sheet.Nursing Shortage Fact Sheet.””



Why?Why?

““The lack of minority health The lack of minority health 

professionals is compounding the professionals is compounding the 

nationnation’’s persistent racial and ethnic s persistent racial and ethnic 

health disparities.health disparities.””

(Sullivan Commission, Sept. 04)(Sullivan Commission, Sept. 04)



Current Composition of Selected Health Professions in CaliforniaCurrent Composition of Selected Health Professions in California by by 

Race, EthnicityRace, Ethnicity

Source: 2005 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample for California: 

California Medical Board Re-licensing Survey; Board of Registered Nursing 2006

* Data Source: HRSA, US Census 2000
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Welcome Back Welcome Back 

InitiativeInitiative

�� Our mission is to build a bridge Our mission is to build a bridge 
between the need for more between the need for more 
culturally and linguistically culturally and linguistically 
diverse health professionals and diverse health professionals and 
the untapped resource of the untapped resource of 
immigrants trained in a field of immigrants trained in a field of 
health in their country of origin health in their country of origin 
who are living in the US.  who are living in the US.  

�� The Welcome Back Initiative The Welcome Back Initiative 
currently includes centers in San currently includes centers in San 
Francisco, San Diego, Boston, Francisco, San Diego, Boston, 
Rhode Island, Puget Sound, and Rhode Island, Puget Sound, and 
Montgomery County.Montgomery County.



Professions Professions -- All CentersAll Centers

Other includes: psychologists, speech therapists, pharmacists, mOther includes: psychologists, speech therapists, pharmacists, midwives, physical idwives, physical 

therapists, social workers.  Total Participants: N= 8,822 as of therapists, social workers.  Total Participants: N= 8,822 as of May 2009May 2009
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Top Five Countries of Origin
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Individual Level BarriersIndividual Level Barriers

�� English Language ProficiencyEnglish Language Proficiency

�� Economic/Time IssuesEconomic/Time Issues

�� Lack of Familiarity with the US Health SystemLack of Familiarity with the US Health System

�� Loss of Professional IdentityLoss of Professional Identity



Structural BarriersStructural Barriers

�� Complexity of Licensing ProcessesComplexity of Licensing Processes

�� Inconsistent Messages from Educational Inconsistent Messages from Educational 

Institutions Institutions 

�� Complex Bureaucracies (Abroad and US)Complex Bureaucracies (Abroad and US)

�� Conflicting Interests of Key StakeholdersConflicting Interests of Key Stakeholders



Services to ParticipantsServices to Participants

�� Educational Case ManagementEducational Case Management

�� Educational InterventionsEducational Interventions

�� Curriculum DevelopmentCurriculum Development



Outcomes Outcomes (through May 2009)(through May 2009)

�� 2,099 Validated their Credentials2,099 Validated their Credentials

�� 1,128 Passed Licensing Exams1,128 Passed Licensing Exams

�� 978 Obtained License in their Original 978 Obtained License in their Original 

ProfessionsProfessions

�� 673  Obtained Advancement in Health Career 673  Obtained Advancement in Health Career 

�� 1,237 Obtained Employment in the US Health 1,237 Obtained Employment in the US Health 

Sector for the First Time Sector for the First Time 

�� 71 MDs Accepted into Residency Programs71 MDs Accepted into Residency Programs
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Welcome Back InitiativeWelcome Back Initiative
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Welcome Back CentersWelcome Back Centers

�� San Francisco, CASan Francisco, CA (415) 561(415) 561--18331833

Hosted by City College of San FranciscoHosted by City College of San Francisco

�� San Diego, CASan Diego, CA (619) 409(619) 409--64176417

Hosted by Grossmont CollegeHosted by Grossmont College

�� Boston, MABoston, MA (617) 228(617) 228--42264226

Hosted by Hosted by Bunker Hill Community CollegeBunker Hill Community College

�� Providence, RIProvidence, RI ((401) 273401) 273--8866 ext 1558866 ext 155

Hosted by Hosted by DorcasDorcas PlacePlace

�� Puget Sound, WAPuget Sound, WA (206) 878(206) 878--3710 ext 33453710 ext 3345
Hosted by Highline Community CollegeHosted by Highline Community College

�� Montgomery County, MDMontgomery County, MD (240) 777(240) 777--10041004
Hosted by Montgomery County DHHosted by Montgomery County DH

www.welcomebackinitiative.orgwww.welcomebackinitiative.org


