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Teaching Opportunities

• Early Childhood – ages birth to 4

– Requires little or no formal education

• PreK-12th grade – public schools

– Requires state certification and licensure

• PreK-12th grade – private schools

– Requires Bachelor’s degree

• Community College –

– Master’s degree

• University –

– Doctoral degree
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National Need for Teachers

Postsecondary growth 23%
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Earnings

• Median annual earnings of 
kindergarten, elementary, middle, 
and secondary school teachers 
ranged from $43,580 to $48,690 in 
May 2006; 

• Median earnings for preschool 
teachers were $22,680.

• beginning teachers with a bachelor’s 
degree earned an average of 
$31,753 in the 2004–05 school year. 

• http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos069.htm#projections_data
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State Teaching 
Credentials/Licensing

• State-mandated requirements
– Bachelor’s degree
– education courses
– student teaching experience
– passed additional state-mandated teaching 

examinations

• Common certification areas
– Early childhood teacher certification (usually includes 

kindergarten through grade 3) 
– Elementary teacher certification (usually includes 

kindergarten through grade 6) 
– Middle grades teacher certification (usually includes 

grades 5 through 9) 
– Secondary Education Teachers (usually 7-12)

Requires courses in a content major (Eng. Math, Science, 
Social Studies)
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Teaching Credential 
Requirements for Private and 

Charter Schools

• Charter schools are independent public schools, 
each governed by a public board of trustees that 
has the authority to hire teachers according to 
their own established standards. In some states, 
charter schools can hire teachers regardless of 
state certification and licensure requirements. In 
other states, charter schools are like district 
schools held to the same state requirements to 
hire only certified teachers. 

• Private schools are not regulated by state 
government and can set their own requirements. 
While some private schools choose to require 
teachers to be certified, many do not.
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Certification Requirements for 50 
states
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State of Maine
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Alternative Routes
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Paraeducator Routes

• National Clearinghouse on Paraeducator
Resources links to 

– Texas financial support to be certified

– California Dept of Ed. and IHE – “I TEACH”

– Iowa-

– Minnesota -

– Montana -

– Maine – USM Newcomer ETEP

- Canada “Teach in Ontario”

• List of paraeducator programs profiled 
• http://www.usc.edu/dept/education/CMMR/paraed/RNTtoolkit.pdf

• http://www.usc.edu/dept/education/CMMR/Clearinghouse.html
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Paraeducator Programs

• Offer immediate employment with 60 
-90 undergraduate credits

• Employer and grants often pay for 
college tuition 

• Job serves as internship

• Allows time for gradual entry into 
responsibilities of teaching


