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Part Il: Why Refugees are a
Clear Fit for Green Jobs




The Green Economy Is an

 The American Solar Energy
Society estimates that in 2006
alone renewable energy was
responsible for $970 billion in
revenues and 8.5 million jobs.




Diversity of Job Sector Mirrors

e San Francisco State University
urban studies professor, Raquel
Pinderhughes, identified 22 sectors
for green-collar work, ranging from
bicycle repair and public transit to
renewable energy generation and
sustainable agriculture.

 85% of green business owners and
managers thought it would be
possible for workers with minimal
job experience to get green jobs
with their businesses, and that
they'd be willing to hire low-income,

job-ready workers.



U.S. Government Is Investing

 The Obama administration has
announced plans to create five million
green-collar jobs in the coming decade.

» The recently passed American
Recovery Act includes $500 million for
green jobs training.



Refugees Uniquely Qualify for

The idea that products can be
made of recycled materials is
new to our culture. Refugees
understand the value of
waste.”

(Crystal Mario, Rivanna Natural Designs)



Many Green Jobs are In

e Of the nation’s seven million
businesses employing 100 or fewer
workers, about 20% are small family
businesses.

 These companies include family farms,
furniture stores, ethnic grocery stores
and restaurants, as well as small
manufacturing businesses

« And, as arecent New York Times
feature story pointed out, small-
business jobs are “resilient in hard
times.”



Potential For

“Overall, we estimate there is
the potential for 4.2 million new
Green Jobs to be added to the
U.S. economy.-

Current and Potential Green Jobs in the U.S. Economy (The U.S. Conference of Mayors and

the Mayors Climate Protection Center, 2008)
http://www.workforce3one.org/view/4010903350002229021







Green Jobs Guidebook

* Profiles more than 200 green jobs

* Provides details on 45 job types for
people with only a high school
diploma, many paying more than
$25.00/hour

e Listings of green job
apprenticeship programs

e Information on 260 community
college green job programs.

Green Jobs Guidebook (Environmental Defense Fund, 2008)
http://www.edf.org/article.cfm?contentiD=8466




Green Job Profiles:
Solar Power Installation




Green Job Profiles:
Roofing and Skylight Installer




Green Job Profiles:
Hazardous Materials Remover




Part Il
Selected Green Job Initiatives

Source:
www.refugeeworks.org/about/publications.html



Further Resources

Americangreenjobs.net (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Labor, 2009)
http://www.americangreenjobs.net

An Inclusive Green Economy: A Guide to Using 2009 Recovery Act Funds (Green for All, 2009)
http://www.greenforall.org/resources/recoveryusersquide/download

Green College Initiative and Utility Construction Prep Program (Los Angeles Trade Technical College, 2009)
http://tinyurl.com/nwa539

ETA Green Jobs Initiative (The Employment and Training Administration, 2009)
http://www.doleta.gov/brg/GreenJobs/

Green Jobs Search Engine (Mother Earth News, May 2009)
http://www.greatgreencareers.com

Green Pathways Out of Poverty: Workforce Development Initiatives (Green for All, May 2009)
http://tinyurl.com/ljbkvc

Massachusetts Green Industry Career Development program (Massachusetts Office for Refugees and Immigrants)
http://www.mass.gov/ori




Further Resources

National Immigrant Farming Initiative provides training, information sharing, networking opportunities, funding for
farming projects and other resources to support immigrant farmers.
http://immigrantfarming.org

Refugee Agricultural Partnership Program (U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement)
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/programs/ref aqr partnership prg.htm

RefugeeWorks Employment Quarterly Newsletter #28, “Green Jobs.”
http://www.refugeeworks.org/downloads/rwnews 27.pdf

The U.S. Department of Labor’'s Employment and Training Administration has announced its initial plans for
awarding “green job training” funds under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (U.S. DOL
Training and Employment Notice 44-08, May 2009)

http://tinyurl.com/p3Imzf

Workforce Training: Credentials, Pathways and Pipelines to the Green Economy (Workforce30One, 2009)
http://www.workforce3one.org/view/4010904445771593771/info
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